
PACE Meeting Minutes 
November 17, 2014 

Emerson Library  
 

I. Welcome and Call to Order by Michele Bollinger, Co-President, at 8:35am.  Board attendees:   
Wendy Globerman, Michele Bollinger, Maureen Feldman, Jay Manning, Beth Raanan, Sandee 
Yamamoto, Angela Gervasio-Hewitt, and Dana Stulberg.  Absent: Jeremy Bollinger. 

 
II. Approval of Past Meeting Minutes — Dana Stulberg, Secretary 

 Minutes from the September meeting were submitted. Ms. Raanan motioned to approve. Motion 
passed. 

 Budget—The 2014-2015 Pace budget was passed by the Board.  If there are any questions, 
please contact Mr. Manning.   
 

III. Fundraising Update — Beth Raanan, VP Fundraising 

 ACE Fund Fall Fundraiser—The competition between Academies for the most participating 
families has begun.  Forms were sent out to families last week and the poster showing totals by 
Academy is in the lobby.   

 Early Bird Campaign—Ms. Raanan had Mr. Watson choose the winning ticket for the Amazon 
gift card.  The winner, Ruth Corra (sp?) will be notified by Ms. Raanan.   

 
IV. Principal’s Report — Understanding Social Media — Dimone Watson, Principal 

 Mr. Watson, in conjunction with Ms. Garcia, gave a presentation on social media with a specific 
emphasis on how it affects middle schoolers.   
 He began the discussion by asking parents how knowledgeable they felt about social 
media (most did not) and handed out a survey: Parent Media and Technology.  He continued by 
discussing the many ways students access media—TV’s, computers, and cell phones.  Today’s 
cell phones are small computers in a pocket and the “phone” is only a small part.   
 Although there are specific actions parents can take, such as restricting a student’s cell 
phone to wifi access, putting the phone on a Google or Itunes family plan so that all purchases 
go through the family account, and limiting the privacy settings on the student’s Facebook 
account, Mr. Watson emphasized the importance of educating students about technology.  In 
particular, their “digital footprint” will continue to exist years into the future and their personal 
information will get sent, via the many apps student use, significantly beyond their friend circle.  
He and Ms. Garcia are considering putting together a program for AT to educate students on 
social media use. 
 Mr. Watson went on to discuss the different mind-set students have when using social 
media.  Because of the ease and immediacy of communication via social media, often middle 
schoolers are apt to send off a response without thinking it thorough.  Anonymous posts leads 
to less accountability.   Social media is an unregulated environment where online bullies and 
sexual predators can be is difficult to identify.  Mr. Watson suggests regulating the student’s 
access to mitigate the student’s exposure to the problem.   
 There are several apps that students are now using: Twitter, Instagram, Tumbler, Vine, 
SnapChat, as well as Facebook.  Students were then invited to talk about how they used these 
apps and how they handled problems that arose while using them.  He, the students, and other 
parents also spoke about the sometimes toxic environment of chat rooms.  Mr. Watson 
reminded parents that most cell phones now come with geolocation, leading to other people 
knowing where the student is.     
 Lastly, Mr. Watson spoke about when to involve the school in issues surrounding social 
media.  There have been a few instances where he has had to intervene because of malicious 
posts or photos.  Often the students were not being intentionally cruel, but needed to be 
reminded of the implications of their actions.    
 He concluded the presentation by showing a powerful video of a teen, Amanda Todd, 
who posted, in a series of flashcards, how she had been cyber-bullied.  Shortly after posting the 
video, she committed suicide.  The video and more information about teens and social media is 
available at the website: commonsensemedia.org.   
 
 



  
 

 
V. Adjournment at 10:05 by Michele Bollinger. 

 
VI. Addendum 

Budget—Jay Manning (The report was not available during the meeting.  Below is the Treasurer’s 
Report for November.) 

 Treasurer’s Report 

 During the months of September 30 through October 31, 2014, the amount of donor 
deposits into the Emerson Arts & Education Foundation (EA&EF) Checking account were 
$32,441.07. 

 During the months of September 30 through October 31, 2014, the amount of Electronic 
Scrips Rebates in to the EA&EF Checking account was $6.07. 

 During the months of September 30 through October 31, 2014, Electronic Transfer from our 
Paypal account to the EA&EF Checking account amounted to $0.00. 

 During the months of September 30 through October 31, 2014, the board of directors 
approved budgeted expenses totaled:  $10,726.12. (Please see Treasurer for details of 
Checks and expenditures.) 

 As of 10/31/2014, the EA&EF Checking Account Balance was $129,460.45. 

 During the months of September 30 through October 31, 2014, the amount of donor 
deposits into the EA&EF Paypal account was $1010.00. 

 During the months of September 30 through October 31, 2014, Paypal Fees 
amounted to $0.00  

 As of 11/10/12 the PayPal Balance was $8026.90.                                          

 As of 9/29/2014, the EA&EF Savings account balance was $10,016.56 (October’s 
Statement was not yet received).                                           

 As of 10/31/2014, the combined assets from Savings, Checking and Paypal account totaled 
$147,504.16. 

 


