
Emerson PACE Meeting Minutes 
September 23, 2013 

Emerson Middle School Library 
 
I. Welcome and Call to Order by Michele Bollinger, Co-President, at 6:40pm. 

 
II. Approval of August 19, 2013 minutes—Dana Stulberg 

• Minutes from the last meeting were submitted by Dana Stulberg and Ken 
Wire moved that they be approved.  Motion seconded and passed. 
Minutes were approved. 

 
III.  Treasurer’s Report  

• Larry Dalconzo was not able to attend.  Ms Bollinger presented the report 
for him.  It is below:   
o During the month of August, the amount of deposits into the Emerson 

arts and Education Checking account was $11,633.43.   
o During the month of August, the amount of Electronic Scripss Rebates  

deposited into the Emerson Arts and Education Checking account was  
$18.91  

o During the month of  August, the  amount of deposits into the Emerson 
arts and Education Paypal  account was $1,650.00  

o During the month of  August ,the board of directors approved budgeted 
expenses totaled : $2,902.11  
Check #  Name / Expense   Amount  
1211 Dara Williams / NYC Trip ReImburse   $1,310.00   
1212 Angela Hewitt/ Camp Emerson Expenses  $692.11   
1213 Wealthy Minds  - Speaker / In Kind   $300.00*   
  *offset by direct contribution for this expense      

o As of 8/31/2013, the Emerson Arts and Education Checking Account 
Balance was $81,112.08  

o During the month of  August Paypal Fees amounted  to $79.65  
o As of 8/31/2013, the PayPal Balance was $2,958.06  
o As of 8/31/2013 , the Emerson Arts and Education Savings account 

balance was  $10,012.55  
o As of 8/31/2013, the combined assets from Savings, Checking and 

Paypal account totaled   $94,082.69 
 

IV. Foreign Language Programs—Mandarin and Spanish 
• According to Christine Shen of UCLA Tie-Ins Program, they are offering 

Mandarin classes.  It will be an on-line curriculum with the teacher, Li Fei, 
interacting with children.  The class will also include a culture component.     

• Ana Eckstrom, who will be the Spanish teacher, was introduced.  
According to Ms Eckstrom, the program will be focused on English 



speakers wanting to learn Spanish.  Ms Bollinger suggested that if enough 
native Spanish speakers want to enroll with a tailored curriculum an 
additional section could be added.     

• Students must be enrolled in Prime Time for either language program. 
• Classes will meet after school on Monday and Wednesday starting in 

October.   
• Spanish classes will cost $10 per week.  Mandarin is underwritten by TIE-

Ins, so the cost will be less.  
• A flyer with information on both programs will be distributed with details. 

 
V. Academy Presentations  

• Performing Arts and Media Academy—Kelly Graham   
This Academy is off to a good start and has come up with a culminating 
project:  a Renaissance Fair to be held on December 6th and 7th pending 
approval by SBM.  Performance of school play and Fair would be on the 
same day.  The Academy is looking for field trip opportunities or speakers 
to come to Emerson.  Ms Graham requested any parents let her know if 
they have any suggestions or prospects.  Parents can also get involved  
helping out at the Fair by supervising and manning craft, food, and game 
booths.   She hopes to include heraldry, dance, how to talk like an 
Elizabethan, and how to insult in Elizabethan English at the Fair. 
 

• STEAM Academy—Bruce Ezell   
The fledging academy is starting strong. Students have been separated 
into 2 wheels:   
o Wheel I is a 5-week wheel that includes dissection, gardening and 

cooking.   
o Wheel 2 is a full-year program that includes either robotics or game 

design.  USC is working with Ms Popp on the game design AT.  
o Mr. Ezell has been working to get the supplies needed for the 

Academy.  Angela Hewitt reminded teachers they can contact their 
grade reps to solicit supplies from the parents.  Also, Larry Dalconzo 
will be sending out updated information on how to request funds from 
PACE. 

   
• Emerson Sports Academy—Noriko Nakada   

The program has grown but quality remains high.  The students have 
already taken a trip to Dodger stadium underwritten by PACE.  The 
Academy is focusing on character building using John Wooden’s Pyramid 
of Success and goal setting.  They are reminding students to follow-up 
regarding D or F grades that need to be brought up or “U”s in cooperation 
and work habits.  Upcoming events include a UCLA October 12th game, 
football season, a Jog-a-thon, other UCLA games, and meeting with 
sports agents in November.   
 



• Anyone interested in School Based Management, please see Ms Nakada.  
The meetings are held on the first Monday of the month for one hour.   

 
VI. Title I Program 

• Dr. Ashley Benjamin, Title I Coordinator, thanked PACE for incorporating 
the annual Title I meeting in tonight’s program.  She handed out an 
information sheet that is available in the Title I office.  Some of the 
highlights included:   

• What is Title I?—A federal program that provides funds to high poverty 
school to boost student achievement.  Eligibility is determined by the 
number of students who qualify for free or reduced lunch.  Families can 
apply at applyforlunch.com or through the LAUSD.net portal.  The 
cafeteria manager has hard copies of the application. 

• How are the funds used and to what end?—As a School Wide Program 
school (SWP), funds are provided to upgrade the entire core academic 
program. Budget items include salary and benefits for the Program 
Advisor, a 50% time teaching assistant, and 2 days for a school nurse.  
Additional items might consist of instructional materials, teacher subs, 
teacher professional development, translating, or supplies.   

• What was last year’s allocation?  $109,739 
• Parent Involvement and Title I—One aspect of Title I is to encourage 

parental involvement at schools.  To this end, 1% of funds have been 
allocated.  Activities include International Potluck, Coffee with the 
Principal, ELAC meetings, and Open House among others.   

 
• API Scores/School data: 

Dr. Benjamin asked Mr. Watson to discuss this year’s API score which 
was lower than the previous year.  Mr. Watson discussed the changes he 
made to the Math program so that students would be able to complete 4 
years of math and be UC ready.  Starting in 2012-13, students went 
directly to Algebra rather than 8th grade remediation. He expected a drop 
in the Math component because of this change.  The important point is 
that twice as many kids scored advanced or proficient in Algebra, thus 
putting them on track for college readiness.   

 
• A new test, Smarter Balance, will be used this year.  Because this test will 

be so radically different, Mr. Watson expects a rocky start.  Teachers are 
already working towards the Common Core standards.  Specifically, to 
make sure students have the tools to come up with the right answer.  
Additional information can be found at smarterbalanced.org.  Ms Bollinger 
suggested that a future PACE meeting could include more information on 
the new Common Core standards.   

 
VII.  Fundraising Update 

• Jeremy Bollinger, VP Fundraising, reported that over $30K has been 
raised this year from 46 families (out of 550 Emerson families).  He is 



looking for as much participation as possible, regardless of the amount.  In 
addition to the chart in the entryway showing the amount pledged he will 
be adding a sheet on how many families have contributed.   

• Other funding sources include Target and Ralph’s, which can be accessed 
on-line, and the Umini Burger fundraiser, which raised $74 over the one-
week period.  Mr.  Bollinger is looking for a parent to set up dine out nights 
at local restaurants.   

• A local realtor is hosting a shredding event at Emerson October 19 from 
10 to 12.  She will have a document shredder available for free.  
Donations can be made to Emerson.   

• The Annual Fund Drive is in full swing.  The raffle for pledging early will be 
held at the November meeting.  Incentives include a Kindle Fire, an Ipod 
and gift certificates.   

• Emerson’s on-line auction will be held in the Spring.  Mr. Bollinger is 
looking for volunteers to solicit donations, enter them into computer, and 
be part of a core group of people to work on event. 

• Mr. Bollinger would like to sponsor a competition among UCLA a cappella 
groups.  It will probably be held at Emerson, but possibly at UCLA.  
Tickets would be sold to raise fund with a possible tie into Auction in the 
spring.  Volunteers needed.   
 

VIII. Grade level Activities 
• Beth Raanan, Chair, Grade Level Reps., introduced the grade level reps 

who were present: Kate Kraus, 6th grade, Robin Davis¸7th grade, and 
Laura Dreskin, 8th grade.   
 

• In the upcoming months reps will arrange the following activities:   
o October—erecting a student’s “Goals and Commitments” wall 
o November—holding a Pie Harvest Day 
o December—overseeing  letter writing to children in military families 
o February—organizing cookie decorating for Valentine’s Day  
o April—setting  up a Jamba Juice event 
o June—coordinating Field Day  

 
• For other incentives, Laura Dreskin asked whether we could have a free 

dress day once a month.  Mr. Watson let everyone know that Ms 
Muckenthaler is working on an incentives program.  Free dress would 
have to be OK’d by SBM. Another incentive could be a “Principal for a 
Day” reward.   

 
IX. Communication 

• Jennifer Jung Kim, Communications Chair, reminded everyone to please 
give their email address at thepacesite.com to receive school information.  
She welcomes any suggestions on how to improve communication to the 
parents.   

Michele Bollinger adjourned the meeting at 8:10pm. 


